Town Board Meeting
January 20th, 2020 10:00 am
Manitowish Waters Community Center



Meeting called to order at 10:00am.

Present:  Town Chairman John Hanson and Board Supervisors Bob Becker and Mike Kramer.
Approval of Agenda as posted on January 17th, 2020.  Approved on motion from Mike Kramer and seconded by Bob Becker.  Motion carried.
Visitors Present:  Dan Cardinal and Phil Horter 


New Business:
--Interview Potential Water Patrol Officer:  Dan Cardinal opened the discussion with a basic summary of the Water Safety Patrol Program and the certification requirements.  An in-depth conversation ensued with a comprehensive explanation of aspects of the position, allowing time for Phil Horter, potential hire, to ask questions and provide professional details about himself. A motion was made by Bob Becker and seconded by Mike Kramer to offer Phil a part-time position with the Water Patrol.  Motion carried.  Wages were not discussed or decided.
--Status of Manito Drive Discussion with Vilas County: Manito Drive is currently a County owned parcel that they wish to gift to the Town of Manitowish Waters or deed to the residents that live on Manito Drive.  Hanson recently attended a County meeting to request that they contribute toward the cost of bringing the road up to Town specs in order to accept it as a gift.  The other option is to Quick-Claim deeding the property to the 12 residents that live there, and then the condition of the drive would be their responsibility.  Several of the residents have approached Chair Hanson about the Town taking over ownership of the road.  At the Vilas County meeting, the Finance Committee passed a motion to Quick-Claim deed the property to the 12 owners.  One of the residents that also attended the County meeting, came in to see Hanson the day after the meeting and expressed concern over deeding to the 12 owners, preferring that the land, (drive) be Quick-Claim deeded to the Town.  By having the Town take ownership, it would prevent any residents from trying to block access by other owners.  If the Town does accept the property, it will have to be brought up to Town road specs, including paving and maintenance.  Funding for bringing the drive up to Town specs would be handled by creating a Special Assessment to be levied against the 12 residents over the course of a period to be determined.  County is not willing to help with the cost in any way, shape or form.   Chair Hanson recommends having the road deeded to the Town and covering the cost of blacktopping with a special assessment.  A motion was made by Mike Kramer and seconded by Bob Becker to have Vilas County Quick-Claim deed Manito Drive to the Town.  Motion carried.  
--Set Date for Hearing for Petition to the Bureau of Aeronautics for Airport Projects:   Chair Hanson explained that a hearing will need to be held to renew  state and federal aid for the following development at the Manitowish Waters Airport: 
sealcoat and crack seal airport pavements; land acquisition in runway approaches; install generator for runway lighting; hangar area development; construct hangars; construct security improvements; expand terminal apron; upgrade fuel system; clear runway approaches as stated in Wis. Admin Code Trans §55; relocate Marathon Road; purchase snow removal and mowing equipment; upgrade/rehabilitate Automated Weather Observing System (AWOS); replace rotating beacon and beacon tower; replace wind cone, and any necessary related work.
A motion was made by Bob Becker and seconded by Mike Kramer to schedule the hearing for Tuesday, February 11, 2020 at 6:30 pm at the Manitowish Waters Town Hall.  Motion carried.

Motion to Convene to Closed Session pursuant to Wisconsin Statue 19.85(1)(e) Deliberating or negotiating the purchase of public prope4rty, investment of public funds, or conducting other specific public business when competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session.  A motion was made by Bob Becker and seconded by Mike Kramer to convene to closed session at 10:57 am.  Motion carried.

Roll Call:  Bob Becker, “Aye”; Mike Kramer, “Aye”; John Hanson, “Aye”.

Adjournment:   The meeting was adjourned from Closed Session at 11:12 am.  No action was taken on closed session items.



Respectfully Submitted,
Dana Hilbert
Clerk/Treasurer	
