
Town Board Meeting 
August 11th, 2015 at 7:00 P.M. 

Manitowish Waters Community Center 
 

Meeting called to order at 7:12 p.m. 
 

Present:  Town Chairman John Hanson and Board Supervisors Eric Behnke and Chuck Rayala III. 
Approval of Agenda as posted on August 7th, 2015. Approved on motion from Chuck Rayala III and seconded by Eric 
Behnke.  Motion carried. 
Approval of Minutes of July 14th, 2015.  Approved on motion from Eric Behnke and seconded by Chuck Rayala III.  Motion 
carried. 
Visitors Present:  Henry Bauers, , Ryan Matthews, John Shippee, Karen Dixon, Randy Richter, Jan Richter, Chris Troller, 
Ron Troller,  John Butler, Greg Holt, and Dick Henske. 
Subjects from floor: Chris Troller asked to speak on the Bike Trail and Parks Standing Committee Review items.  Jan 
Richter requested the opportunity to talk about the Bike Trail Standing Committee Review item.  Karen Dixon asked to 
speak about the Water Patrol Update agenda item.  Dick Henske asked to discuss the Library Request for a Path agenda 
item. Greg Holt wished to speak on the Rest Lake Dam Standing Committee Review item.  Henry Bauers requested to 
speak about multiple agenda items and Standing Committee Review items.  Karen Dixon asked when Budgets will be 
worked on by the Town, to which John Hanson announced, in September.   
 

Old Business: 
-- Bike Trail Safety Signs:  It was determined that 8 custom-made signs, (BICYCLISTS – SINGLE FILE – RIGHT SIDE 
ONLY) are needed for Powell Road, (2 locations), Alder Lake Road, Town Line Road, Red Feather Road, and three 
locations on Clear Lake Road .  A motion was made by Chuck Rayala III and seconded by John Hanson to purchase and 
install the eight signs.  Motion carried.   
--Contract for Wayfinding Signage Study:  Hanson explained that an update to the Comprehensive Plan is needed first 
and that possibly the signage study could be incorporated with the Comprehensive Plan update.  Behnke wished to see the 
study begin right away, as it was budgeted for.   A motion was made by John Hanson and seconded by Chuck Rayala III to 
postpone the Wayfinding Signage study for now and incorporate it along with the Comprehensive Plan update.  Two “Ayes”; 
one “Nay”; motion carried. 
--Library Request for a Path – Planning Commission Recommendations:  Three bids were received, ranging from 
$5,500 to $14,500.  At a recent meeting, the Planning Commission expressed concerns about the slope of the path posing 
hazardous conditions in the winter.   It was decided that the paved path would only be used during the spring, summer and 
fall, and the bike path between the Town Hall and Library would be kept plowed in the winter months. The cost will be split 
50/50 between the Library and the Town.  A motion was made by Eric Behnke and seconded by Chuck Rayala III to accept 
the $5,500 bid. Motion Carried. 
 

New Business: 
--Update of Comprehensive Plan:  It was determined at the last Planning Commission meeting that the Comprehensive 
Plan is in need of updating.  At the suggestion of John Hanson and Chuck Rayala III, this could be done in combination with 
the Wayfinding signage study.  Two proposals need to be obtained and no action will be taken at this time  
--Water Patrol Update:    Supervisor Behnke spent time out on the Manitowish Waters chain of lakes with Patrol Officer 
Dan Cardinal.  Numerous complaints have come in regarding excessive speed in the channel between Rest and Stone 
Lake, particularly on rainy days.  It is believed that more citations and fewer warnings may be the only way to deter violators.    
Based on State regulations, the area between Stone and Fawn Lakes, and the Voss’ Bay area of Spider Lake do not meet 
the qualifications to place a SNW, (Slow No Wake) buoy.  Adding buoys to an unrestricted area on the chain would require 
legal hearings and DNR involvement.  The location of existing buoys, however, can be modified or adjusted.   It was decided 
that the  buoy on the west side of the Hwy 51 bridge will be moved out approximately 150 feet and a second buoy will be 
placed so that there is one on both sides of the narrowing.  Likewise, the three buoys in front of Greer’s Pier on Spider Lake 
will be moved out 30 yards to help protect the shoreline in this high-traffic area.  A motion was made by John Hanson and 
seconded by Chuck Rayala III to approve the relocation of the 4 existing buoys and 1 additional buoy.  Motion carried. 
--Community Garden:  Supervisor Rayala III was approached about having a community garden.  The Town of Manitowish 
Waters tried this about 4 years ago, including a recurring ad in the Lakeland Times to post a meeting, however, no one ever 
showed up.  Due to minimal interest, no action will be taken at this time.   



--Town Hall Fee Schedule:  It was noted that fees for renting the Town Hall are not consistent amongst various regular 
repeat renters.  Chair Hanson will speak to the renter in question and get back to the Board with the results of his 
conversation.  No action taken. 
 

Standing Committee Review: 
-- Vouchers for July 28th, 2015 and August 11t h, 2015:  July 28th vouchers = $15,909.84 and August 11th vouchers = 
$47,364.93. A motion was made by Eric Behnke and seconded by Chuck Rayala III to approve the vouchers.  Motion 
carried. 
--P & L/Bank Balances:  Information provided to the Board in writing. 
Reconciled Bank Balances:    Actual Bank Balances: 
(As of July 31st, 2015)     (To date) 
General Account:  $      51,043.75   General Account  $      21,916.92 
Tax Account:  $      53,250.80   Tax Account:  $      25,006.56     
Investment Account: $    101,693.55   Investment Account: $    101,693.55 
--Economic Development Association Report:  The Wayfinding Signage Study is on hold for now.  The various small 
groups are working on their Roger Brooks plans and will report back to the Chamber at the next Board Meeting on August 
19th, 2015 at 8:00am.   
--Airport Report:   Reports were provided to the Board in writing.  The runway project is awaiting FAA approval.  If it isn’t 
received soon, the project will have to be put off until next spring.     
--Road Report:  Reports were provided to the Board in writing. The No Parking signs that were ordered for the precarious 
situation by Dixie’s Coffee Shop have been put on hold due to the fact that Vilas County wants to take charge of the 
situation.  We continue to wait for their action.   
--Bike Trail Report:  The bridge section downtown will be black-topped; however an alternative to this part of the path has 
yet to be realized.  There seems to be some confusion with regard to what path to follow between the bridge and Dietz’s 
Service Station, and across Tower Road from Angler’s.  Some residents still need Stop Signs where the path crosses the 
end of their private driveways.  The path is in great shape and definitely experiencing a lot of traffic.  The clearing by 
Papoose Creek and other areas needs to be decreased and allow some of the natural borders and wildflowers to grow back. 
--Parks Report:  The Parks are all in great shape.  The new pavilion is proceeding nicely and the roof should be complete 
very soon.  Dead trees by Little Star Beach need to come down.  Feelings were mixed as to whether or not more tables 
need to be placed at Koller Park.   
--Transfer Station Report: The brush pile is finally completely gone.  The DNR will reimburse ½ the cost of removing the 
pile. 
--Rest Lake Dam:  An amendment to the state budget bill was introduced by Sen. Tiffany that would require the DNR to 
submit any change in an operating order that has been in effect for more than 45 years for a dam in Vilas County in a town 
with an assessed valuation of over $500,000,000 and a chain of lakes over 4000 acres, would have to be submitted to the 
standing committees in the state senate and assembly for review before it could be implemented by the DNR.  Governor 
Walker has signed the budget and the amendment has passed, however, the MW Chain Defense Board still plans to 
continue working on the MOU (Memorandum of Understanding) with the DNR and Xcel Energy in effort to make 
adjustments to the current operating order. 
 

Correspondence:  None. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Dana Hilbert 
Town Clerk/Treasurer 


