Town Board Meeting
June 14th, 2016 at 7:00 P.M.
Manitowish Waters Community Center
Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m.
Present:  Town Chairman John Hanson and Board Supervisors Eric Behnke and Chuck Rayala III

Approval of Agenda as posted on June 10th, 2016, and Addendum as posted on June 13th, 2016..  Approved on motion from Chuck Rayala III and seconded by Eric Behnke.   Motion carried.
Approval of Minutes of May 10th, 2016 and May 17th, 2016.  Approved on motion from Eric Behnke and seconded by Chuck Rayala III.  Motion Carried.  

Visitors Present:  The meeting was attended by 40 visitors.
Subjects from floor:  None
Agenda Items Requested to Speak On:  Fire Company Expansion agenda item:  Bob Skrobot.  Master Plan for Rest Lake Park agenda item:  Amy Kobussen, Kevin Griffith, Dave Gouwens,  Ty Rayala, Barry Hopkins, Dan Sleight, Greg Holt, and Kim Kost.  Sprinkler System for Rest Lake Park:  Kevin Griffith, Dave Gouwens, Ty Rayala, Barry Hopkins, Dan Sleight, and Kim Kost.  Allowing People to Cut Wood at the Transfer Site agenda item:  Kim Kost.  Rest Lake Park Pavilion Furniture Addendum agenda item:  Ty Rayala, Barry Hopkins, Dan Sleight, Greg Holt, Kim Kost and Kevin Griffith.
Old Business:
Poll Vote Results:

-Install Sprinkler System at Rest Lake Park—05/23/2016 John Hanson “Aye”;  Eric Behnke “Nay”;  Chuck Rayala III “Nay”.

--Approve Addition to the Stage at Koller Park – 06/08/2016 John Hanson “Aye”;  Eric Behnke “Aye”;  Chuck Rayala III “Aye”.

 --Abandoned Vehicles:  Supervisor Rayala III did not have time to research this further and asked that it be postponed to a later date.
New Business:

--Fire Company Expansion:  Following a brief discussion, a motion was made by Eric Behnke and seconded by Chuck Rayala III to authorize the Fire Company to proceed with plans to remodel the Fire Company building on Town property .  Motion carried.

--Master Plan for Rest Lake Park:  After discussion and input from several community members, a motion was made by Chair Hanson and seconded by Eric Behnke to have the Parks and Trails Committee develop a request for a proposal to submit for bids for a Master Plan for Rest Lake Park within a $5000.00 maximum.  Motion carried.  It was added that the Board would like to see the Parks and Trails Committee report back to the Planning Commission at their August meeting. motion carried.
--Sprinkler System for Rest Lake Park:  Following a note from Road Crew Foreman, Jerry Blach, urging the Board to reconsider installing a sprinkler system at Rest Lake Park, and discussion, Eric Behnke made a motion to deny the sprinkler system and was seconded by Chuck Rayala III.  Rayala III “Aye”, Behnke “Aye”, Hanson “Nay”; motion carried.
--Allowing People to Cut Wood at the Transfer Site:  Until the Board is able to check with the Town Attorney and Insurance carrier to determine a course of action, individuals may not use chain saws at the Transfer Station to cut wood.  
Standing Committee Review:

Vouchers:   Vouchers for May 24th, 2016  = $25,180.68 and vouchers for June 14th, 2016 = $62,189.47.     A motion was made by Chuck Rayala III and seconded by Eric Behnke to approve the vouchers.  Motion carries.
P & L/Bank Balances:  P&L’s were provided to the Board in writing.  Bank Balances are as follows:
Reconciled Bank Balances:



Actual Bank Balances:

(As of May 31st, 2016)




(To date)
General Account:
$    115,359.99


General Account
$      32,267.55
Tax Account:

$    196,905.22


Tax Account:

$    196,905.22     

Investment Account:
$      42,040.89


Investment Account:
$      42,040.89

Economic Development:  The main thing going on right now is updating the Comprehensive Plan.  A large response was received on a survey about internet service in our area, which is in the process of being tabulated.  The Housing and Labor Committee has held meetings and corresponded via emails.  Chair Hanson will be attending a meeting Friday morning with the Vilas Economic Development Committee and the Wisconsin Economic Development Association to discuss moving forward with the grant originally applied for with Grow North.
Airport:  The Airport Runway project is complete.  Painting will be done Thursday or Friday, and that is the final step in the completion of the project.  Everything looks really nice and the only glitch is new strobe lights at the end of both runways that are creating some disturbances and a way to shut them down needs to be determined.   
 Road Report:  The Road Report was provided to the Board in writing.  Remaining crack sealing that is budgeted for will be handled by Roads Foreman, Jerry Blach.  
Bike Trail:  Nothing to report.
Parks:  Supervisor Rayala III requested a poll vote for a safety sign to be placed at Rest Lake Park
Transfer:  Eric Behnke reported that Amnesty Week was very successful; approximately 14 dumpsters were filled.  Despite the cost, this is a worthwhile service that we offer to our community
Rest Lake Dam:  Nothing to report.  
Correspondence:  
Hanson shared a letter from Vilas County regarding the Bridge and Culvert program.  Jerry Blach determined that Manitowish Waters in not in need of anything at the present time.  

John Hanson read aloud a letter from Manitowish Waters resident and Skiing Skeeter Alumni, Jim Bokern.  In his letter, Bokern details how Rest Lake Park came to be, and that it was initially developed to accommodate the Skiing Skeeters, who were losing their original ski show site. The main reason for Bokern’s letter was to strongly urge the Town Board to relocate the boat ramp 100 feet or more south of the current location.  

Chair Hanson read aloud an excerpt from his recent Letter to the Editor, outlining the many positive things that have occurred in Manitowish Waters during his 15 plus years as Town Chairman.

Chair Hanson read aloud the following letter:

MANITOWISH WATERS BIKE TRAIL, INC.

Please read this letter into the minutes.

6/8/2016

Re:  Supervisor misrepresentation of the truth. Hwy “W”


On May 3rd Supervisor Eric Behnke made statements at the public meeting which attendees would believe were statements of the truth.  These statements were slanderous and unsubstantiated.  Untrue statements made by a town official can never be effectively defended from litigation by the town.  Contained in this letter are attachments that confirm the statements by Supervisor Eric Behnke were completely false.

At the last Town Board meeting Town Chairman John Hanson read a letter (attached) into the minutes requesting the name of the bridge company Supervisor Eric Behnke said, ”they came out and looked at it and they had major concerns about the quality of the bridge and they thought there was some real safety issues, so they will not work on it and they thought we could expand the whole area a lot more effectively than what was done.  It’s a lot of concerns.”
Supervisor Eric Behnke responded to Chairman Hanson by email on May 14, 2016 (see attached).The bridge company Supervisor Eric Behnke represented as making the above statement was contacted and they responded, “Anderson Bridges has never been to Manitowish Waters to look at the bridges” (see attached).  In the same conversation Supervisor Eric Behnke stated that,  “I reached out to Spooner Machine several times and they will not return my calls”.  Spooner Machine was contacted and asked to search caller ID and ask all personnel if this statement represented the truth.  Spooner Machine responded, “I can say with confidence we have not been contacted or spoken to Mr. Behnke” (see attached).

These gross misrepresentations of the truth should not be tolerated or accepted as the way the Town Board Supervisors conduct themselves in this important public forum.  Becoming a town board member has some inherent responsibilities.  These responsibilities require board members to not only attend the town board meetings but to educate themselves on proper etiquette, open meeting laws, and the proper dissemination of documents and or other information, are just some of the problematic issues related to being a board member that spell trouble for towns.  Many town boards require board members to attend periodic sessions or scheduled retreats to familiarize themselves with the pitfalls of being board members.


The Town of Manitowish Waters has come a long way from the 2010 low point of 4 closed stores, 4 closed restaurants and many other businesses struggling to exist.  Manitowish Waters businesses and restaurants are now starting to flourish.  The old and new restaurants/businesses have all started to share in the revenue created by Manitowish Waters becoming a destination people wish to be a part of.  This process was not an easy task, it took many years to restructure the town and the town’s environment to make Manitowish Waters trending again.  Along with all this success, every business and person can now share in the spoils, whether it be more employment opportunities, increased business revenues or just the enjoyment of being part of this beautiful community.


The supervisors of Manitowish Waters must refrain from the untruths and innuendos and no longer be obstructionists or enablers.  Decisions should at no time be based on anger, jealousy, personalities or personal agendas.  The fragile welfare of this community is dependent upon it.  


Channel your energies for the positive and let all be part of the success story known as Manitowish Waters!

Sincerely,

Dale White 


May 3, 2016 -- Verbatim Statements from Eric Behnke:
“We have to figure out what we are going to do with the bridge on the bike trail and Hwy W.   This committee has, more than once, been concerned about setting a precedence and if a precedence is going to be set, we approved something – it wasn’t done – and what are we gonna do about it?  Henry, do you have any ideas about where we go from here?”

Responses were made by both Henry Bauers and Dan Sleight.

Eric continued:

“I reached out to Spooner Machine several times and they will not return my calls.  I reached out to a different bridge company in the area and they came out and looked at it and they had major concerns about the quality of the bridge and they thought there was some real safety issues, so they will not work on it and they thought we could expand the whole area a lot more effectively than what was done.  It’s a lot of concerns.”

Discussion ensued.

Eric continued:

“We have to demand that someone fixes this.  It’s just a matter of who we go after.  At that one meeting when you had the engineer here, he said the railings are part of the structure.  That is not true.  I went out and looked at it and the railings are just tack-welded on there.  All they have to do is remove the railings and put on new railings.  The company I talked to said they would be shocked if the railings were part of the construction.”
June 14, 2016 – Verbatim Conversation Regarding Letter and Support From Dale White:
Eric Behnke:   Well I think I deserve an opportunity to defend myself against this type of communication by Dale White and Bike Trail Inc.  First off to adjust the fact that they have never come out to Manitowish Waters, I’d have to go back and look at the minutes but I did not say that they came out and looked at the bridge.  What I said is that they had done work in the area and in a separate statement I said that they had looked at it, and by that, I had talked to them on the phone extensively, we had exchanged emails, and they asked for a series of pictures that captured everything that they felt they needed to see regarding the bridge so there may have been some confusion there. If that is the case, I would be willing to take blame for it, but I did not outright mislead anybody and I did not, I do not believe that I said they came out and looked at it because that’s not true so I would not have said that.  Secondly, I have left messages with Spooner Machine, so that claim is simply false and they would not return my call, they would not get back to me.  Dale White continues to take this approach of writing letters to the Town Board.  Not once has he reached out to me personally.  I find that offensive.  Why can’t he pick up the phone and call me?  Why does he continue to go through this public display of emails, versus personal communication?  I’m not that hard to find.  For whatever reason, Mr. White has an issue with me personally and that’s the only reason that I think he takes this route of communication, so I’m willing to talk to anybody regarding this after the meeting but the claims are simply not true.”
Henry Bauers:  “Eric, at that May 3rd meeting, when you made those comments, I told you that was slander.  Do you recall that?”

Eric Behnke:  “To say that it was not safe?”

Henry Bauers:  “Do you recall me telling you that what you were saying was slander?

Eric Behnke:  “I do remember you saying that.  But this bridge company Henry . . . did you talk to them?  I mean they stand by their beliefs.  And I’ve talked to Ashley since he talked to Dale White and he said he relayed that information.  That was left out of the letter.  He didn’t care to comment on that”

John Hanson:  “Have you got any way of verifying these conversations or were they telephone conversations?”

Eric Behnke:  “They were telephone conversations.”

John Hanson:  “Well, I’m reading the letter because I was asked to read the setter so I guess what I would like to do is maybe see if you and Dale can get together and get this issue resolved.”
Eric Behnke:  “That would be great.”
Addendum: 
--Rest Lake Park Pavilion Furniture:   Following public input and a good deal of conversation, Behnke made a motion to remove the furniture in the cluster on the south-east side of the pavilion which will open up the center of the pavilion, and still have the furniture overlooking the lake, and still have the furniture by the fireplace, but the majority of the pavilion will be open and the furniture will be unbolted.  The motion was seconded by Rayala III.  Behnke “Aye”, Rayala III “Aye”, Hanson “Nay”; motion carried.
Adjournment:   The meeting was adjourned at 8:17 pm
Respectfully Submitted,
Dana Hilbert

Clerk/Treasurer

